TIMELINE of O.T. NAMES  (What is the Bible meaning of the word “Jew”?) 




2000 B.C.


    1800
1440    1400      1000

931 B.C.                   
Adam / Noah / Shem / Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Israel), 12 sons / Moses / Joshua / [K. Saul      ]    NORTH / ISRAEL   722 B.C. (to Assyria)

     (not
Ham)
      (not Ishmael)   (not Esau)




  [K. David    ]           -----------                     

     (not
Japheth)







  [K. Solomon]   SOUTH / JUDAH    605 B.C. (to Babylon) 



(from Persia)


   (“sons of Israel”----------------------------------)


             (“Judeans”) 














     (2 Kings 25:25) (“Jews”) 















     (“sons of Judah”)
God made an everlasting covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Gen. 15:18; 26:3-4; 28:10-15
GENESIS-------------------------------------------------------------EXO.---DEUT. / JOSHUA---------------------- 2 KINGS      … DANIEL 1:1,2,6

From creation to Canaan

From Canaan to Egypt / Moab / Promise Land / Israel
 Kingdom split: N = Israel (1 Kings 15:25)






(Canaan / Promise Land / Israel = same land))


 S = Judah (1 Kings 15:25)
From 1500 B.C. until the exile to Babylon, Abraham’s descendents thru Isaac and Jacob (Israel) were called “sons of Israel”, not “Jews”.  
Exo. 1:1; 12:27; Num. 10:28; Deut. 34:9; Josh. 6:1; Judges 21:24. 

“Sons of Israel” refers to their bloodline thru Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel), not their religion.  

When the Babylonians took Judah captive, the sons of Israel who were from JUDAH were called JUDEANS or JEWS.  (Notice the sound of both words.)  (Just like people from America are called Americans.  People from Tennessee are called Tennesseans.)
In the N.T. Romans 1:16, 2:9, 10; 10:12, 13 show that there are only 2 bloodlines.  All descendents of Abraham thru Isaac and Jacob are called “Jews”.  All other people are called “Greeks” or “Gentiles”.  All people can call on Jesus and be saved.  When “Jews” become Christians, they don’t stop being “Jews”.  “Jew” is their bloodline thru their descendents.  So the word “Jew” does NOT mean religion.  It means bloodline.  
John 4:9 says, “Jesus, a Jew, spoke to the Samaritan woman.”  That means that Jesus’ bloodline is Jewish (thru Abraham, Isaac and Jacob).  

Abraham was not a “Jew”.  Abraham was from Ur in Persia (Iran, today).  Noah was not a “Jew”.  The name, “Jew” was not given to the descendents of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob until around 605 B.C., when Babylon exiled the “sons of Israel” who lived in Judah.  
